
League of Women Voters of Lincoln County, Oregon April 12, 2021 

“The League of Women Voters 
of Lincoln County is a grass-
roots, nonpartisan political or-
ganization which encourages 
the informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government 
in order to build better commu-
nities statewide.  

 

Virtual Special Election Candi-
date Forums  

Ruth Kistler 

It’s election time again.  The May 18 Special 
Election gives Lincoln County voters the oppor-
tunity to choose Lincoln County School District 
(LCSD) board members and directors for ports, 
recreation, health, fire protection, water, road and 
sanitary special districts.  Voters must also fill un-
expired terms for the Lincoln City mayor and a 
Waldport council member.  Lincoln City Mayor 
and LCSD board member positions are contested 
(as are some special district board positions). The 
County will start mailing ballots April 28.   

In past elections, LWV Lincoln County has held 
successful candidate forums that attracted more 
than 100 residents.  Sadly, the pandemic precludes 
this.  For this election, our League will host two 
Candidate Forums on Zoom, – a Lincoln City 
mayoral candidate forum April 15 at 11:30 am, 
and an LCSD board candidate forum April 22 at 
6:00 pm.  Jean Cowan will moderate both forums.  

This will be our first experience hosting Zoom 
forums. We will be taking measures to avoid dis-
ruptive interruptions (known as Zoom-bombing) 
of our forums.  The number of attendees will be 
limited and they will need to register in advance.  
Robin Wedertz will host the Zoom meeting; she 
will control audience entry from a “waiting 
room”, mute attendees, and prevent unwanted 
screen sharing.  We will record the forums and 
make the recordings available on our website and 
Facebook page. 

LWVLC Leadership Team  

Visit our web page at www.lwvlincolncounty.org  
Visit us on facebook at LWV Lincoln County 

Leadership Team Judy Bowman-Kreitmeyer 
Ruth Kistler 
Patti Littlehales 
Jean Cowan 
Robin Wedertz 
Marta West 
Marilyn Podesta 
Georgia Roelof 
Jane Mulholland 

Secretary Marta West 

Treasurer Georgia Roelof 

Fundraiser Jack Kistler 

Bulletin Editor Ruth Kistler 

Bulletin Publisher Jack Kistler 

Voter Services Marta West 

Membership 
      List Maintenance 

Marilyn Podesta 
Georgia Roelof 

Outreach Georgia Roelof (HS & College) 
Ellen Bristow (local governments) 

Public Relations Patti Littlehales 

Website Coordinator Robin Redertz 

FaceBook Coord. Judy Kreitmeyer 
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Membership Matters – Suzanne 
Groshong 

Sue Groshong is one of our League’s life 
members; she joined the League of Women Vot-
ers 70 years ago!  Here’s what Sue says about her 
years with our League: 

“Since circa 1951-52 I’ve been a member 
of the LWV. I joined in Corvallis and when my 
husband, Jim, had a sabbatical in the early 1970s I 
joined the Lincoln County LWV for a year. It was 
then a quite new League and I was pleased there 
was one in Lincoln County for we planned to re-
tire here. When we did retire, Jim joined too. Ear-
lier, at a national convention, the League was con-
sidering changing our name to just The League of 
Voters and letting men join. I was all for it, but 
there were enough members who had fought so 
hard for suffrage that the name change didn’t pass, 
but men were welcome to join. 

Jim and I put out Wavelengths for several 
years, first taking mimeograph sheets to a printer, 
then changing from a typewriter to a computer. 
Now I am amazed at the professionalism with 
which Wavelengths is produced. 

When we did retire, I learned that earlier 
League activities, among other things, had been 
working on the question Should Newport be a 
shipping point for natural gas? which it is not, 
and the regaining of tribal property by the Siletz. 
There is a beaded token of gratitude from the 
Siletz included with early records of this League 
at the Lincoln County Historical Society; gratitude 
for our help in restoring tribal rights from the fed-
eral government. 

I, too, am grateful to the LWV for much of 
my adult education. And for the many interesting 
people and friendships that have resulted over the 
years.” 

LWVLC Annual Meeting Post-
poned Until September 

Ruth Kistler 

LWVLC Bylaws specify that we hold our Annual 
meeting in May or June.  They specify that at the 
business session of the Annual meeting we adopt 
a program and budget for the coming year, and 
elect officers.  The Bylaws don’t talk about in-
person meetings and sharing food with League 
friends, which, for many of us, are the most im-
portant part of the Annual meeting.  Your Leader-
ship Team has voted to postpone the Annual 
meeting until September with the fervent hope 
that we can hold the Annual meeting in-person in 
September.  

We will hold our May monthly meeting at the 
usual time, May 20, 11:30 am, via Zoom.  We 
will have lots of recent events to discuss at that 
meeting, including the May 18 Special Election, 
our candidate forums, and the (May 10 -16) 
LWVOR Convention, as well as hopes and plans 
for the coming year. 

LWVOR Convention 
2021  

The League of Women Voters of Or-
egon Convention 2021, “Reset, Re-
boot, Reconnect”, will take place via 
Zoom May 10 – 16, 2021.  Further 
information, including the Conven-
tion workbook and schedules, as well 
as registration information will be 
available soon on the LWVOR web-
site, https://www.lwvor.org/lwvor-
convention-2021.  Contact Georgia 
Roelof if you wish to be a Conven-
tion delegate an observer.        
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Calendar of Events 
As of April 12, 2021 

 

DATE TIME WHERE What 

Apr 15 11:30 AM ZOOM Lincoln City Candidate Forum. 

Apr 22 6:00 PM ZOOM LCSD Candidate Forum 

May 6 1:00 PM ZOOM Team Leadership meeting 

May 10 to 
May 16 

 ZOOM LWVOR 2021 Convention. 

May 18   Special Election 

May 20 11:30 AM ZOOM Membership meeting -- End of year roundup 
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Vote411 Support for Special Elec-
tion 

Ruth Kistler  

LWVOR has purchased access to Vote411 this 
year in support of the May 18 Special Election.  
Marta West has entered Lincoln County candidate 
information into Vote411. The state League is in-
viting candidates to participate by answering 
questions pertinent to each position.  As we did 
for the November 2020 election, LWV Lincoln 
County will purchase ads for Vote411 in local 
newspapers, and direct voters to Vote411 from 
our website and Facebook pages.  The state 
League will provide a grant of up to $300 to reim-
burse us for the cost of advertising Vote411. 
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March Membership Meeting – Timber Tax Issues 
Ruth Kistler 

Our March meeting program was Timber Tax Issues.  Jean Cowan started us off with a summary of the tim-
ber bills now before the Legislature:   

• HB2379 – Rep. Holvey’s bill would replace the current Timber Harvest Tax with a 5% Severance Tax 

on the value of timber when harvested.  Proponents of the bill feel strongly that the current system 

costs Oregon and its counties millions in revenue.  The bill faces a challenge in that it would need a 

3/5 majority to pass. 

• HB2072 – retains the current Timber Harvest Tax and is expected to pass, as it does biennially, with-

out change. 

• HB2357 – seeks to reallocate half the Oregon Forest Research Institute (ORFI) harvest tax funding to 

a new Sound Forest Practices sub-account within ODF, and add 2 new environmental members to 

the OFRI board.  OFRI has been criticized as being a lobbying arm of the timber industry, rather than 

serving its educational and conservation aims.  This bill is considered unlikely to pass.       

Then Jody Wiser of Tax Fairness Oregon joined us and presented a power point about timber taxation, what 
it has been, what it is now, and how we compare to Washington State. 

Nearly half (48%) of Oregon is forest.  The forests are owned by the federal and state government, tribes, 
and large (5,000 acres or more) and small private landholders. Large private landholders own 22% of the for-
estland but produce 65% of the timber harvest.  Timber harvest has been fairly steady since 1992 at about 4 
billion board feet per year, yet during that period timber taxes have declined dramatically.   

Here’s a brief history of timber taxes in Oregon.  Originally Oregon’s property tax on forestland was based 
on the value of the growing trees as well as the land.  After harvest, many owners abandoned their forestland 
(stopped paying the property tax) because it had little value to them.  To curb that practice, in 1929 Oregon 
stopped taxing the value of trees while they were growing and introduced a severance tax on the value of cut 
timber.  Over the decades taxing of private forestland, trees, and harvested timber have changed several 
times.  Since 1947 Oregon has had a modest severance-type tax called the Forest Products Harvest Tax.  It 
funds timber industry related costs and is currently about $16 an average truckload of logs.  The most recent 
severance tax, phased out in 2002, returned revenue to the counties from which the trees were cut.  If that tax 
were still in effect, Lincoln County would be receiving about 2 million dollars per year in severance tax rev-
enue. 

In addition to counties getting less revenue, the state has lost much of its former corporate income tax reve-
nue from timber.  The companies have changed their ownership structure to Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REIT) and Timber Investment Management Organizations (TIMO) which pay no Oregon corporate income 
tax.  (Weyerhaeuser is now a REIT.) 

Both California and Washington State have severance taxes that are largely returned to counties. Compared 
to Washington State, Oregon harvests 46% more trees, but our severance tax, the Forest Products Harvest 
Tax, collects only a third of what Washington’s collects.  Washington returns 80% of severance taxes to the 
counties.  Oregon’s Forest Products Harvest Tax goes entirely to “timber-related-issues”, none to the coun-
ties.      



League of Women Voters of Lincoln County 
P. O. Box 1648 
Newport, OR  97365  

Membership Form 

Name____________________________________ Phone___________________ E-Mail________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________  City______________________________   Zip_________ 
Additional household members if new 

Names: 

League of Women Voters  
of Lincoln County 

For information call Marilyn Podesta 
Membership Chair, 541-765-4422 
emmyrumsey@ceuturylink.net 

         Individual Household    Student 
 Annual Membership Dues  (Circle one.)        $60       $90   $5 
      Or Low Income               Individual     Household 
             $40        $60 
___I am a new member 

___I am renewing my membership   The membership year begins July 1. 

___I am interested in working with the League. 

___Please call me.       

 I wish to make a contribution to LWV Lincoln County in addition to my dues $______________ 
 

 Total Member Dues and contribution Make check out to:  LWV of Lincoln County $______________
    
 I wish to contribute to the LWV of Oregon to assist LWVLC’s Voter Service  
 activities and education projects. (Separate Check Required. Make check  out  $______________ 
                                to “LWVOR”. ) 
 Only contributions to LWVOR are tax deductible. 
                            Total Enclosed:  $______________ 
     Please mail to:  LWVLC P. O. Box 1648, Newport, OR 97365 


