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February 18 Meeting 
Commissioner Claire Hall 

The LWV of Lincoln 
County membership will 
meet (via Zoom) Thurs-
day, February 18, at 
11:30 am.  Lincoln 
County Commissioner 
Claire Hall will speak 
with us about affordable 
housing.    

Ms. Hall was born in 
Portland, Oregon.  She 
graduated from Port-
land’s John Adams High 
School, earned a B.A. in Communications from 
Pacific University, and an M.S. from the Medill 
School of Journalism at Northwestern University.  
Before her election as a commissioner she worked 
in radio and as a journalist.  Commissioner Hall 
was first elected to the Lincoln County Board of 
Commissioners in 2004; she was last re-elected in 
2020. 

Ms. Hall has always been focused on social jus-
tice issues, like the needs of children, families, 
seniors, people with disabilities, and veterans.  
She has served on many community boards.  She 
has received several awards for her leadership and 
advocacy. 

Prior to the meeting, Georgia will send League 
members a Zoom link.  This meeting is open to 
the public; if you are not a member but would like 
to join us for this meeting, contact Georgia, gbro-
elof@gmail.com. 

       



WAVE LENGTHS                                 2                     February 11, 2021 

 

Calendar of Events 
As of February 11, 2021 

 
 

DATE TIME WHERE What 

February   Black History Month 

Feb 18 11:30 AM ZOOM General Meeting – Commissioner Claire Hall on 
affordable housing, 

March   Women’s History Month 

Mar 4 1:00 PM ZOOM Team Leadership Meeting 

May 14 to 
May 16 

 ZOOM LWVOR 2021 Convention 
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 A Conversation with Our Legislators 
By Jean Cowan 

As part of a statewide effort initiated by the LWVOR, Jean Cowan and Jane Mulholland recently inter-
viewed Representative David Gomberg and Senator Dick Anderson concerning priorities for the upcoming 
legislative session and the issues on which they are particularly interested in working. The following is a 
summary of these interviews.  Both legislators expressed their appreciation of the LWVLC and their desire 
to share information with its members. 

By way of background, this legislative session will be different from past sessions due to Covid restrictions. 
The recently released safety protocols require all legislative business to be conducted remotely, with floor 
sessions not beginning until April.   

Interview with Rep. David Gomberg 

1. What do you think are the 3 most important issues to address this legis-
lative session? 

• Balanced Biennial Budget: Creating a budget that is balanced, 
being able to meet the needs in the state, and being able to pay 
its bills.  Six months ago, the state was forecasting a budget defi-
cit due to unemployment and business closures.  Recent reports 
suggest the revenue is not as bad as feared; however, a lot of 
work will need to be done to develop a balanced budget.  

• Covid Recovery: A significant amount of work needs to be done 
to sustain and repair the economy. The hospitality industry on 
the coast has been particularly hard hit. Small businesses need 
more support.   

• Wildfire Recovery: The fires in Oregon during the past Labor 
Day Weekend consumed more acreage than the Tillamook Burn, 
which lasted for 10 years. The enormity of the impact is staggering.  The legislature must ad-
dress the needs of individuals and communities in recovering from these wildfires; as well, it 
must address the potential for future wildfires.  This is particularly important to coastal com-
munities because these processes will be applicable to a potential earthquake/tsunami recov-
ery.  

2. What 2 issues do you want to work on this session? 

• Coastal resilience: Ideas include addressing building codes in tsunami zones and developing a 
pilot project in schools to better prepare students for natural disasters. 

• Tax cut for small businesses:  Cap the tax break at $200,000 and increase benefits for people 
earning $75,000 or less, with a focus on fishermen, farmers, and tourism businesses that don’t 
necessarily have full time or year-round employees. 

3. What did the voters in your district say was the most important issue for the legislature to address?    

• The coast has become purple after previously having been blue—coastal legislators used to be 
5 Democrats to 2 Republicans. Now it is the reverse.  This election party affiliation seemed to 
matter more to people than in the past. 

4. How will you work with legislators from the other political party?   

• Working hard to cooperate with people on both sides of the aisle and developing good relation-
ships with colleagues has always been a priority.  He was recently elected chair of the Coastal 
Caucus, which consists of 5 Republicans and 2 Democrats. 

5. What are your committee assignments this session? 

• Joint Committee on Ways and Means (Vice Chair). 

• Ways & Means subcommittee on Transportation and Economic Development (Co Chair). 
(Continued on page 4) 
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• Ways & Means subcommittee on General Government. 

• Joint Committee on Legislative Policy and Research. 

• House Special Committee on Wildfire Recovery . 

In Salem, Rep. Gomberg can be reached at:  Rep.DavidGomberg@oregonlegislature.gov.   If you are not re-
ceiving his newsletters, you may request to be added to his mailing list. 

Interview with Senator-elect Dick Anderson 

1. What do you think are the 3 most important issues to address this legisla-
tive session? 

• Economy: Need to get the economy in Oregon back on track. 
Concerned about budget shortfalls and negative impacts in the im-
mediate future on needed services. 

• Covid: Important to get students back in school onsite safely.  
Feels comfortable with the current plan for Lincoln County stu-
dents to return to their classrooms 2/1/21.  

• Wildfires: Address the needs of wildfire survivors; need to make 
sure they have the resources necessary to get their lives back in 
order. 

2. What 2 issues do you want to work on this session? 

• Expense control, agency efficiency: Need to identify expense priorities and find efficiencies 
that may be buried within agencies. 

• Economy: Identify barriers the state has created that don’t engage the economy. Need to have 
people employed and paying taxes. Not in favor of increasing taxes or fees for now. Believes 
the coast is a fragile economy that hasn’t yet recovered; wants to be a loud voice for small busi-
nesses and for the needs of his constituents. 

3. What did the voters in your district say was the most important issue for the legislature to address?  

• Covid, the economy, and the feeling of being left out.  People reported a strong feeling of frus-
tration at being left out of decision-making, and that coastal needs are not being considered in 
favor of issues that exist east of the mountains.   

4. How will you work with legislators from the other political party?   

• Began this work right after the election. He is a member of the Coastal Caucus and was recent-
ly elected Vice Chair. He has been in communication with local legislators as well as other 
soon-to-be colleagues. Feels he can help bring balance to the legislature. 

5. What are you committee assignments this session? 
• Joint Committee on Ways & Means. 
•  Ways & Means sub-committee on General Government. 
•  Ways & Means sub-committee on Natural Resources. 
• Senate Committee on Housing and Development. 
• Senate Committee on Human Services, Mental Health and Recovery (Vice Chair). 

Senator Anderson may be reached in Salem at:  Sen.DickAnderson@oregonlegislature.gov 

The interviewers asked Rep. Gomberg and Sen. Anderson to address two issues of local interest: Covid vac-
cine distribution and Vacation Rental Dwelling (VRD).  Both legislators advised following the Lincoln 
County Health Department for the most up-to-date information on Covid vaccines.  Regarding VRDs, they 
both feel strongly this is a local issue and the legislature should not override local decision-making. 

The LWVLC wishes to thank Rep. Gomberg and Sen. Anderson for their willingness to share their views 
with our organization.   Go to the OLIS website for the most recent information on activities and develop-
ments in their offices and the legislature. 
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January 14, 2021 LWVLC Meeting with Commissioner Kaety Jacobson 
By Ruth Kistler 

On January 14th, Lincoln County Commissioner Kaety Jacobson met 
with our Lincoln County LWV, via Zoom, and talked with us about the 
past year and ongoing local concerns.  The first thing on our minds, and 
the first topic, was the Covid-19 pandemic and vaccination roll-out.  She 
told us the vaccination program had moved rapidly since December; in 
our county most vaccine doses were given to Samaritan.  The county has 
included teachers in phase 1a vaccine eligibility.  Many members asked 
questions or expressed concerns about the vaccination program. 

(Vaccine eligibility and availability are changing.  Check the county 
Health and Human Services Covid-19 website 
https://www.co.lincoln.or.us/hhs/page/covid-19-vaccine, or Facebook 
page, or the call center (541-265-0621) to find out about vaccine eligibil-
ity, and, if eligible, to register for an appointment or get on the waitlist.  
Those who would like to volunteer to help with the vaccination program 
can do so at https://tinyurl.com/yx9ojbs9.) 

Kaety next talked about last summer’s wildfires in Lincoln County.  
With permission from property owners, state contractors are currently on 
the ground doing cleanup; they will seek reimbursement from FEMA.  
The county qualified for FEMA housing and is now working with the 
Tribe to place manufactured homes in an existing RV park to temporarily house survivors.  The county is al-
so asking for disaster preparedness funds to make us more resilient to future wildfire. 

Member Cynthia Jacobi remarked that the wildfire exposed problems with emergency communications and 
road access.  Kaety explained that the unusual straight winds accompanying the fires knocked out people’s 
usual sources of information.  She said she has been talking with local radio stations about having radio re-
porters relay information to the county call center. 

Re housing and homelessness, Kaety said, “Never waste a crisis.”  The Cares (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security) Act, allows FEMA to provide exemptions for non-congregate housing, as in hotel 
rooms.  Lincoln County quickly applied for that exemption; the county’s Community Justice Department 
runs the program and has a block lease for about 45 rooms.  Some non-profits (e.g., Grace Wins) are also do-
ing hoteling.  The county is now writing proposals to get funds to purchase hotels for temporary housing, 
working with NW Coastal Housing.  As to affordable permanent housing, the new Surf View Village (at 60th 
St in Newport) rented all apartments and had a waitlist before it was completed. 

Re Child Care, Kaety said the business model does not cancel out and needs to be subsidized -- “It’s like 
patching a large hole with a piece of duct tape.”  It will take federal support funds.  In-home child care some-
times works; we need to find ways to incentivize this. 

League members had more questions and comments:  About the 2020 census – Covid cancelled the planned 
events. We don’t have final numbers, but we’re probably undercounted again.  About the availability of 
broad-band internet connections – Covid changed things; we’ve gotten some money for the school district.  
We’re working to see where the problems are, partnering with Benton and Tillamook Counties; we’re mak-
ing progress.  On the Animal Shelter – There’s a draft lease agreement; we want a contractor experienced 
with animal shelters.  On Short Term Rentals – We’re working on making changes to county codes.  The 
temporary moratorium on new licenses has been extended. 

Thank you, Kaety.  It was a good meeting, amazingly informative.  (Of course, it would have been better if 
we could have had an in-person meeting.) 

https://tinyurl.com/yx9ojbs9
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Delayed Census Data Will Impact 
Redistricting 

Ruth Kistler 

Data from the 2020 Census used to apportion the 
number of seats each state will have in Congress 
was originally scheduled to be available 12/31/20, 
and redistricting data, used for redrawing congres-
sional and legislative districts, was to be delivered 
to the states by 4/01/20.  Largely because of 
COVID, the Census Bureau is unable to meet this 
schedule.  On Jan. 27, 2021, the Census Bureau 
announced that apportionment data could be ex-
pected by 4/30/21, and that the delivery date for 
redistricting data was yet to be determined, but not 
before 7/30/21. 

The Oregon Constitution (Article IV Section 6) 
assigns the primary duty of redistricting the state’s 
60 House districts and 30 Senate districts as well 
as the state’s congressional districts to the Oregon 
Legislature.  That section of the Oregon Constitu-
tion also sets July 1 as the deadline by which the 
Legislature must enact a redistricting plan for the 
state legislature.  (The Oregon Constitution does 
not set a deadline for congressional redistricting.) 
This year, it will be impossible to meet the July 1 
deadline.  If the legislature fails to enact a plan by 
July 1, the task falls to the Secretary of State to 
draw up the electoral maps and give the public op-
portunity to review them, by a constitutionally 
specified August 15th deadline.  That might be 
possible IF redistricting data is available on 7/30, 
but still highly questionable.  

According to an article in the Oregonian 2/07/21, 
the Oregon House and Senate redistricting com-
mittees have “asked House Speaker Tina Kotek 
and Senate President Peter Courtney to ‘explore 
potential legal options to remedy this situation,’ 
including asking the state Supreme Court to ex-
tend a key deadline.”  Secretary of State Shemia 
Fagan has hired her own redistricting administra-
tor to work with the Legislature and prepare in 
case the job falls to the Secretary of State’s office. 

This round of redistricting is expected to result in 
significant changes. There is a high probability 
that Oregon will gain a sixth Congressional dis-
trict.  Census Bureau estimates show Deschutes 
County and Washington County population grow-
ing much faster than the rest of the state.  Will we 
be able to adopt legislative district boundaries be-
fore Sept 9, 2021, when candidates can begin fil-
ing for election to the 2022 Legislature?  

Suggested Reading 
Carol Hall 

The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better 
Angels by Jon Meacham. Random House, 2018. 

The subtitle is taken from Abraham Lincoln’s 
speech that shows how “the better angels of our 
nature” have repeatedly won the day. Author 
Meacham “paints” surprising portraits of many 
U.S. presidents and shows the illuminating cour-
age of citizen activists such as MLK Jr., suffra-
gettes, civil rights pioneers, and others.  

Each of the times in our national life has been 
shaped by the contest to lead the country to look 
forward rather than back, to assert hope over fear 
–- a struggle that continues even now. 

From the front cover flap: “While the American 
story has not always –- or even often –- been he-
roic, we have been sustained by a belief in pro-
gress even in the gloomiest of times. In this inspir-
ing book, Meacham reassures us, ‘The good news 
is that we have come through such darkness be-
fore’ -– as, time and again, Lincoln’s better angels 
have found a way to prevail.” 

Women’s Suffrage Exhibits  
Extended 

from the LWVPDX eVoter Newsletter 

The Oregon Historical Society has extended un-
til Dec. 5, 2021, the suffrage exhibit 
“Nevertheless, They Persisted: Women’s Vot-
ing Rights and the 19th Amendment.” Visit the 
OHS website for information on when and how 
in-person viewing will resume. 

The Oregon State Archives’ online exhibit “On 
Her Own Wings: Oregon Women and the 
Struggle for Suffrage” will continue to be availa-
ble in 2021 and beyond. 

The University of Oregon’s digital exhibit 
“Oregon Women Vote! Commemorating 
Woman Suffrage in Oregon and the U.S.” will 
continue in 2021. This exhibit highlights Oregon 
women in the first-wave feminist movement in 
the 19th and 20th centuries, and second-wave 
women’s movement in the mid-20th century, in-
cluding the “Oregon Women’s Political Caucus 
and Gretchen Kafoury, a leader in Oregon poli-
tics.” 
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Members Matter:  Jay Roelof 

Jay graduated from UC Berkeley in 1963 with a 
math degree and an ROTC Army commission.  
While serving two years with the First Infantry 
Division in Kansas, he married Georgia and they 
then moved to her home state where Jay joined the 
Corporate Secretary’s office of American Ma-
chine & Foundry, a large international conglomer-
ate based in New York City.  

They raised two sons in various NY suburbs over 
the next twenty years until a corporate raider 
waged a hostile takeover of AMF.  By then, Jay 
had developed a side business as a wine writer and 
lecturer, so he decided to change careers and be-
come a wine educator. 

However, in 1986 The First Boston Corporation, a 
New York investment bank, asked him to be their 
Corporate Secretary, a job he held until 1994, 
when First Boston was forced to merge with Cred-
it Suisse. Jay again became one of several corpo-
rate officers whose positions were eliminated.  

This time Jay really did turn his life-long hobby 
into a career.  For seven years he was Vice Presi-
dent of a wine store customer education kiosk 
venture, and then joined a large Westchester, NY 
wine merchant as their Director of Education and 
wine buyer for New York, German and sparkling 
wine, a position which he grew until he retired to 
move with Georgia to Oregon wine country!  As a 
parting gift, the New York Wine & Grape Foun-
dation arranged for them to attend their 2013 an-
nual awards banquet in Rochester, where Jay was 
given their “Retailer of the Year” award – a much 
nicer way to end a career!   

Now Jay is involved with several Lincoln City 
volunteer organizations, the latest of which 
(LWV) allows him to support Georgia’s quest to 
increase informed local voter turnout, especially 
among our high-school students! 

The LWVOR Legislative Action 
Team 2021 session priorities:  

(as copied from the LWVOR website) 

In this era of COVID-19, we continue to protect 
democracy. Our priority emphasis is on health, 
safety, and providing safety net services to the 
most vulnerable. With disruption in employment 
and business, it is important to do what we can to 
generate adequate revenue for essential services. 
Continued work on the climate emergency and 
addressing the crises from our 2020 wildfires is 
integral to Oregon’s future. 

PROTECT DEMOCRACY by supporting 
the legislature’s redistricting process and advocat-
ing for an independent citizen redistricting com-
mission. Expand automatic voter registration and 
fund up-to-date, efficient, and secure elections’ 
software. Support campaign finance reform stat-
utes to implement M 107 state constitutional 
amendment. 

GENERATE ADEQUATE REVENUE 
for essential services while promoting equitable 
and progressive tax policy and addressing revenue 
needs due to COVID-19. 

ADVOCATE FOR ANTI-POVERTY 
PROGRAMS AND HEALTH CARE 
REFORMS by preserving adequate Medicaid 
funding to build on Oregon’s innovation to cover 
all kids and vulnerable adults. Focus on services 
for seniors, people with disabilities, and foster 
youth. 

PROMOTE PUBLIC SAFETY 
MEASURES by seeking practical strategies to 
achieve police reform, revising mandatory sen-
tencing of adults laws, instituting stronger gun 
safety regulations. 

SUPPORT STRATEGIES TO ASSURE 
HOUSING FOR ALL by increasing invest-
ments in rental assistance, affordable and home-
less housing, preservation, new units, and home 
ownership. 

ADDRESS THE CLIMATE EMER-
GENCY by supporting Governor Kate Brown’s 
2018-2020 Carbon/Climate Executive Orders, net 
zero greenhouse emissions before 2050 while en-
suring environmental justice with a just transition 
for workers and impacted communities. 

SUPPORT WILDFIRE RECOVERY by 
addressing drought, housing, water quality, risk 
mapping and effects on underserved Oregonians. 
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Membership Form 

Name____________________________________ Phone___________________ E-Mail________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________  City______________________________   Zip_________ 
Additional household members if new 

Names: 

League of Women Voters  
of Lincoln County 

For information call Marilyn Podesta 
Membership Chair, 541-765-4422 
emmyrumsey@ceuturylink.net 

         Individual Household    Student 
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 Total Member Dues and contribution Make check out to:  LWV of Lincoln County $______________
    
 I wish to contribute to the LWV of Oregon to assist LWVLC’s Voter Service  
 activities and education projects. (Separate Check Required. Make check  out  $______________ 
                                to “LWVOR”. ) 
 Only contributions to LWVOR are tax deductible. 
                            Total Enclosed:  $______________ 
     Please mail to:  LWVLC P. O. Box 1648, Newport, OR 97365 


