
League of Women Voters of Lincoln County, Oregon March 15, 2021 

“The League of Women Voters 
of Lincoln County is a grass-
roots, nonpartisan political or-
ganization which encourages 
the informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government 
in order to build better commu-
nities statewide.  

 

Timber Tax Proposals – March 18 
LWVLC Meeting 

Jean Cowan 

At our March 18 membership meeting, Jean Cow-
an will lead us in a conversation about some pend-
ing legislative proposals to increase timber taxes.  
Watchdog and activist groups, spurred by report-
ing in the Oregonian, ProPublica and Oregon Pub-
lic Broadcasting, have generated legislation that is 
taking a serious look at Oregon’s timber taxation 
system – and a complicated system it is! 

Currently, five different bills have been heard in 
the House Agriculture and Natural Resources 
(HANR) Committee, chaired by Representative 
Brad Witt.  Jody Wiser of Tax Fairness Oregon 
will summarize her organization’s proposals for 
change during our March 18 meeting.  Jean will 
detail the bills currently being considered.  A rep-
resentative from the timber industry has also been 
invited but is not yet confirmed. 

To date, the HANR committee has held four hear-
ings on this issue.  Two were informational, look-
ing at Oregon’s extraordinarily complex history 
and current system of timber taxation.  The com-
mittee members heard from speakers supporting 
the reinstitution of a severance tax, as well as 
those representing the timber and forest industry, 
counties (who had, in the past, gained considera-
ble revenue from timber harvests) and local spe-
cial districts (such as fire and water providers). 

Chair Witt has voiced his commitment to a review 
of the timber tax system to assure that it is equita-
ble and sustainable – and to determine if changes 
are warranted.  During the hearings, however, he 
has been challenged to keep all the presenters fo-
cused on the taxation issue alone.  Testimony of-
ten included opinions about other forest manage-
ment practices as well. 

Members might be interested in a Guest Column 
by Arnie Roblan and Caddy McKeown published 

(Continued on page 4) 
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LWVLC Leadership Team  

Visit our web page at www.lwvlincolncounty.org  

Leadership Team Judy Bowman-Kreitmeyer 
Ruth Kistler 
Patti Littlehales 
Jean Cowan 
Robin Wedertz 
Marta West 
Marilyn Podesta 
Georgia Roelof 
Jane Mulholland 

Secretary Marta West 

Treasurer Georgia Roelof 

Fundraiser Jack Kistler 

Bulletin Editor Ruth Kistler 

Bulletin Publisher Jack Kistler 

Voter Services Marta West 

Membership 
      List Maintenance 

Marilyn Podesta 
Georgia Roelof 

Outreach Georgia Roelof (HS & College) 
Ellen Bristow (local governments) 

Public Relations Patti Littlehales 

Website Coordinator Robin Redertz 

FaceBook Coord. Judy Kreitmeyer 

 

March is Women’s History Month 

Celebrate the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
March 15, 1933 to September 18, 2020 
 

 
 
Advocate for gender equality and women’s rights. 
Supreme Court Justice.  

 

Calendar of Events 
As of March 15, 2021 

 

DATE TIME WHERE What 

March   Women’s History Month 

Mar 18 11:30 AM ZOOM General Meeting – Jean Cowan will lead us in a 
conversation about some pending legislative pro-
posals to increase timber taxes. 

Apr 1 1:00 PM ZOOM Team Leadership Meeting 

Apr 15 11:30 AM ZOOM Lincoln City Candidate Forum. 

May 10(?) 
to May 16 

 ZOOM LWVOR 2021 Convention. 
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Lincoln City Mayoral  
Candidate Forum 

By Jane Mulholland 

The League of Women Voters of Lincoln County 
(LWVLC) is hosting a candidate forum for the up-
coming mayoral race in Lincoln City.  The online 
forum will take place during our April 15 general 
meeting.  As always, the meeting begins at 11:30 
a.m. The candidate forum will be from 12:00 – 
1:00 p.m.  Jean Cowan will moderate the forum.  
After brief introductions, the candidates will re-
spond to questions of local interest.  If you would 
like to submit a question to be considered for use 
during the forum, please contact Jean via email: 
jean@jeancowan.com.  Hope to see you all at the 
meeting! 

New Member Profile 
Jane Mulholland 

Growing up on a 
farm near the small 
community of Pra-
tum (between Salem 
and Silverton), I 
learned the value of 
hard work, the im-
portance of family 
and family roots, and 
the responsibility of 
giving back to one’s 
world.  I attended a 2
-room, 8-grade 
school, an experience 
I look back on with 
gratefulness and ap-
preciation.  After high school I attended 
Willamette University for 2 years and then gradu-
ated from the University of Oregon where I fo-
cused on working with children with developmen-
tal delays.   

A desire for adventure led me to Tucson, Arizona, 
where I lived for 15 years.  During that time, I got 
into Deaf Education, completing an M.A. and an 
M.Ed. and beginning my 48-year (and counting) 
career in this wonderful field.  Highlights of my 
career include 3 years as Assistant Superintendent 
at the Oregon Department of Education, serving 
as the first woman superintendent (director) at the 
Oregon School for the Deaf (OSD), and being the 
first woman superintendent at the Washington 
School for the Deaf (WSD). I founded a consult-
ing business, Planning for Student Success, in 
2006 and have continued doing consulting work in 
the areas of school improvement, leadership de-
velopment, administrative mentoring, and strate-
gic planning since my retirement from WSD in 
2016.   

Moving to Lincoln City was a dream come true.  
This area of the Oregon coast has been my “place 
of belonging” my entire life.  My husband, Kevin 
Hohnbaum, our two dogs Clive and Jennie, and I 
enjoy living on the Siletz Bay with its amazing 
bird life and ever-changing views. We enjoy hik-
ing and are currently 6 legs short of walking the 
entire Oregon Coast Trail.  I also play pickleball, 
bike, am an avid reader, and am very involved 
with our 10 grandchildren. To my mind, there is 

never a bad day at the Oregon Coast and I feel so 
blessed to live here. 

I am excited to be a member of the League of 
Women Voters of Lincoln County (LWVLC).  
My parents instilled in me the importance of vot-
ing and of caring about local, state, and national 
leadership.  Being part of the LWVLC gives me 
the opportunity to help ensure people have the in-
formation they need to make informed decisions.  
I am proud of the work this group has done for so 
many years, and I look forward to being part of 
the ongoing work in the future. 

Action Alert - Redistricting 

The Oregon state House and Senate redistricting 
committees are holding a series of (virtual) public 
hearings in each of Oregon's five congressional 
districts.  This is your opportunity to have them 
hear from you.  You can testify from your home.     

See the details, including League testimony, in 
the Action Alert on the LWVOR website here. 

Virtual hearings for residents of Congressional 
District 5, which includes all of Lincoln County, 
will be held Thursday, March 18 from 5:30pm -- 
7:30pm, and Saturday, April 10 from 3:00pm -- 
5:00pm. 

https://www.lwvor.org/post/action-alert-be-heard-on-redistricting
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in the Oregonian on Feb. 7, 2021.  https://
www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2021/02/opinion-
timber-environmental-interests-collaborative-
problem-solving-deserves-oregonians-
support.html.  They review a “groundbreaking 
agreement between 13 timber and forest products 
entities and 13 environmental organizations.  
Known as the Private Forest Accord, “this collab-
orative environmental effort is moving forward in 
lieu of the divisive ballot measures, litigation and 
contentious legislation of the past.”  During the 
committee’s informational hearings, HANR heard 
testimony supporting the continuation of these 
“delicate” negotiations and noting that this effort 
has generated “new laws to restrict helicopter ap-
plications of pesticides on forest land with new 
protections for homes, schools and drinking wa-
ter…” and remains committed to continuing forest 
management discussions. 

Join us for a lively and informative conversation 
about proposed new legislation, including HB 
2379, sponsored by Representative Paul Holvey, 
who has been working and researching this issue 
for many years.  HB 2357 has also been intro-
duced with the goal of eliminating the Oregon 
Forest Research Institute (OFRI) of the and the 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute Fund. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Affordable Housing -- February 18 LWVLC Meeting 
Ruth Kistler 

 

Commissioner Claire Hall spoke with our February member meeting (via Zoom) about affordable housing in 

Lincoln County.  This is a topic with which Ms. Hall is very familiar; she currently chairs the Oregon Hous-

ing Stability Council.  (This article is based on my (Ruth's) notes from the meeting; any errors are probably 

due to my notetaking.)  

In the U.S., public housing was built for defense workers during World War II.  In the 1950's large numbers 

of high-rise public housing project were built.  These projects conformed to and exacerbated existing resi-

dential racial segregation.  They were often poorly maintained and the situation contributed to a backlash 

against public housing.  In the last 40 years we have seen a steep decline in investment in public housing and 

more support for individual private homes. 

 Oregon will need over 580,000 new housing units over the next 20 years; a quarter of these are for existing 

population.  Half of these units will probably need some public support.  We are not making enough progress 

toward providing this housing; last year saw only about 8,500 units in the pipeline.  

Public support for the construction of less-than-market-cost rental housing for low-income residents includes 

local tax breaks, system development fee breaks, and zoning density bonuses.  Some of our county's recent 

affordable-housing additions are Fisterra Gardens in Yachats, Surfview Village in Newport, and Blackberry 

Hill in Toledo.  The Lincoln County Land Trust provides 10 permanently affordable homes; qualified buyers 

of Land Trust homes can still build limited equity and when they sell, the home will still be affordable.   

The Covid-19 pandemic and the expected expiration of the eviction moratorium have made the affordable 

housing situation worse.  The good news is that record resources have been made available; the bad news -- 

it's not enough.   

The Echo Mountain wildfire destroyed 301 homes, 241 of which were manufactured homes.  FEMA is 

providing rental assistance to victims for up to 18 months.  16 manufactured homes have been provided in a 

Logan Road RV park.   

We asked about homelessness in Lincoln County.  Ms. Hall says only 10% - 20% of homelessness is 

"visible" (i.e., people you see on the street).  One big driver of homelessness is the lack of affordable hous-

ing.  Other drivers are domestic violence, youth aging out of foster care, mental illness, substance abuse, and 

PTSD among veterans.  With regard to our large number of homeless students, Cynthia Jacobi explained that 

the McKinney-Vento Act counts as homeless all children in "unstable living conditions", and that less than 

20% of these were actually without a roof (but, WOW, that's still so many). 

On the issue of Short Term Rentals (STR) -- STRs are not a major driver of the lack of affordable housing; 

only 4% of houses in the county are in STR.  Still, any reduction in housing available to residents drives up 

costs.  Ms. Hall told us that there are about 590 houses being used as STRs in the county (outside cities).  

This figure is based on the license count and is probably accurate because the county has been using software 

to identify unlicensed STRs.  Newport has capped STRs at 6% and will probably restrict them to vacation / 

STR zones.  14% of Lincoln City houses are STRs.  The county currently has a moratorium on new STRs 

and is considering further regulations to take effect on expiration of the moratorium. 



League of Women Voters of Lincoln County 
P. O. Box 1648 
Newport, OR  97365  

Membership Form 

Name____________________________________ Phone___________________ E-Mail________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________  City______________________________   Zip_________ 
Additional household members if new 

Names: 

League of Women Voters  
of Lincoln County 

For information call Marilyn Podesta 
Membership Chair, 541-765-4422 
emmyrumsey@ceuturylink.net 

         Individual Household    Student 
 Annual Membership Dues  (Circle one.)        $60       $90   $5 
      Or Low Income               Individual     Household 
             $40        $60 
___I am a new member 

___I am renewing my membership   The membership year begins July 1. 

___I am interested in working with the League. 

___Please call me.       

 I wish to make a contribution to LWV Lincoln County in addition to my dues $______________ 
 

 Total Member Dues and contribution Make check out to:  LWV of Lincoln County $______________
    
 I wish to contribute to the LWV of Oregon to assist LWVLC’s Voter Service  
 activities and education projects. (Separate Check Required. Make check  out  $______________ 
                                to “LWVOR”. ) 
 Only contributions to LWVOR are tax deductible. 
                            Total Enclosed:  $______________ 
     Please mail to:  LWVLC P. O. Box 1648, Newport, OR 97365 


