
League of Women Voters of Lincoln County, Oregon December 1, 2020 

December 10 Meeting,  
Representative David Gomberg 

LWV Lincoln County’s “holiday” meeting will be 
another Zoom meeting.  We’ll meet Thursday, 
December 10, from 11:30 am to 1 pm.  Note – 
Meeting on the 2nd Thursday instead of the 
usual 3rd Thursday. Georgia will email the Zoom 
connection to members 
a few days before the 
meeting date.  

Representative David 
Gomberg, House dis-
trict 10, has agreed to 
join our meeting over 
the noon hour.  Rep 
Gomberg was re-elected 
this November for a 
fifth term.  He’ll speak 
to us about the coming 
legislative session, 
which starts January 19, 
2021 and runs ‘til June 
27.  Here are some of 
the topics he plans to cover: 

• Changes to the coastal caucus 

• Changes in legislative make-up and leader-

ship 

• How session will be run/managed during 

the pandemic 

• Revenue outlook 

• Large issues that will come next session 

• Rep. Gomberg’s legislative priorities 

• Q&A 

If you have questions for Rep. Gomberg, or addi-
tional topics you’d like him to cover, please send 
them to Marilyn Podesta by December 7.  She 
will forward the questions to Rep. Gomberg. 

January 14th General Meeting 
by Commissioner Kaety Jacobson 

2020 was quite the year for Lincoln County and 
beyond.  Join me on January 14th from 11:45-
12:45 to learn about what I and the county have 
been up to over the past year.  Topics discussed 
will include the 2020 Census, COVID-19 recov-
ery, wildfire recovery, housing, and childcare.  
Time will also be left for questions and discussion. 
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ANOTHER ELECTION BEHIND US 
By Voter Service Liaison, Marta West 

At our local level, supported by the State and National League resources, members Jean Cowan, Marilyn Po-
desta, Judy Bowman, Georgia Roelof, and our publicity Chair, Patti Littlehales, worked behind the scenes to 
inform voters and get out the vote. This is our story. 

In August, with pandemic precautions in place, we found ourselves again limited to virtual candidate forums 
and various media ads.  Jean and Judy began targeting contested races, with Jean drafting letters to candi-
dates inviting their submission of short statements and videos. Marilyn worked with County Clerk Dana Jen-
kins to ensure availability of voter registration forms and ballot drop boxes, among other issues, and Marta 
began designing graphics for Facebook posts illustrating Marilyn’s get-out-the-vote tips.  Judy created a You 
Tube channel for our posts and candidate videos, in addition to posting on Facebook, for maximum exposure. 
Georgia and Patti provided press releases and worked with media partners; Marta and Judy participated in 
LWVOR voter service meetings to coordinate with state and other local chapters and access those resources. 

LWVLC decided to cover the following contested races: State Legislature: Senate Dist. 5; House Dist. 9; and 
House Dist. 10. Countywide contested: County Commissioner; Circuit Court Judge; Central Lincoln PUD 
board; and all contested city races, both Mayor and City Council (29 candidates).  In lieu of public forums, 
candidates were asked to provide two self-made videos:  a 30 second introduction for posting to the LWV 

Lincoln County Facebook page; and an up to 10-minute video for YouTube. Of a total of 42 invitations sent, 
only 12 individuals did not respond. 

Throughout August, September and October, Judy spent eons posting over 20 candidate videos, which were 
viewed by hundreds of voters. We ordered 200 Voters’ Guides from State, 50 in Spanish, which were distrib-
uted by Georgia and Marilyn at senior residences, Centro d’Ayuda and a few other locations. Members also 
authored articles, letters to the Editor, and did informal community outreach. Marta’s graphics spotlighted 
the League’s  VOTE411.org, Oregon Votes, the Secretary of State’s Election site, and local registration and 
election information. Ads appeared on Facebook, News Guard-Lincoln City, News Lincoln County, Newport 
News-Times, and local radio. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The League of Women Voters 
of Lincoln County is a grass-
roots, nonpartisan political or-
ganization which encourages 
the informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government 
in order to build better commu-
nities statewide.  

LWVLC Leadership Team  

Visit our web page at www.lwvlincolncounty.org  
Visit us on facebook at LWV Lincoln County 

Leadership Team Carol Hall 
Ruth Kistler 
Patti Littlehales 
Marilyn Podesta 
Georgia Roelof 

Secretary Marta West 

Treasurer Georgia Roelof 

Fundraiser Jack Kistler 

Bulletin Editor Ruth Kistler 

Bulletin Publisher Jack Kistler 

Voter Services Marta West 

Membership 
      List Maintenance 

Marilyn Podesta 
Georgia Roelof 

Outreach Georgia Roelof (HS & College) 
Ellen Bristow (local governments) 

Public Relations Patti Littlehales 

Website Coordinator Jack Kistler 

from Heather Cox Richardson from 
Letters from an American 

contributed by Carol Hall 

The problem of voter suppression is compounded 
by the misuse of the Electoral College. The Fram-
ers originally designed delegates to the Electoral 
College to vote according to districts within states, 
so that states would split their electoral votes, 
making them roughly proportional to a candidate’s 
support. That system changed in 1800, after 
Thomas Jefferson recognized that he would have a 
better chance of winning the presidency if the del-
egates of his own home state, Virginia, voted as a 
bloc rather than by district. He convinced them to 
do it. Quickly, other state officials recognized that 
the “winner-take-all” system meant they must do 
the same or their own preferred candidate would 
never win. Thus, our non-proportional system was 
born, and it so horrified James Madison and Alex-
ander Hamilton that both wanted constitutional 
amendments to switch the system back.  

Democracy took another hit from that system in 
1929. The 1920 census showed that the weight of 
the nation’s demographics was moving to cities, 
which were controlled by Democrats, so the Re-
publicans in control of the House of Representa-
tives refused to reapportion representation after 
that census. Reapportioning the House would have 
cost many of them their seats. Rather than permit-
ting the number of representatives to grow along 
with population, Congress then capped the size of 
the House at 435. Since then, the average size of a 
congressional district has tripled. This gives small-
er states a huge advantage in the Electoral Col-
lege, in which each state gets a number of votes 
equal to the number of its senators and representa-
tives. 

These injuries to our system have saddled us with 
an Electoral College that permits a minority to tyr-
annize over the majority. That systemic advantage 
is unsustainable in a democracy. One or the other 
will have to give. 

 

Member Alice Vachss, working independently 
with The Disability Without Abuse Project, also 
set up a Zoom Candidate’s Forum event on Face-
book which allowed attendees to ask Chat ques-
tions of participants in real time. That format is a 
goal for future elections, even to supplement Live 
forums when those are again feasible.  

Hope your candidates prevailed: one, our own Or-
egon Representative David Gomberg, will be fea-
tured at the December 10 Holiday Zoom; look for 
your invite! 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Ranked Choice Voting 
By Ruth Kistler 

The League of Women Voters of Oregon 
(LWVOR) last studied election methods in 2016.  
A portion of the position we adopted follows: 

“The League of Women Voters of Oregon does 
not believe that plurality voting is the best method 
for promoting democratic choice in all circum-
stances.  For single-winner systems, the League 
supports ranked-choice voting.  The League sup-
ports election methods that are simple and easy 
for voters to understand.”  

Georgia’s article in this newsletter provides a sim-
ple and easy-to-understand explanation of Ranked 
Choice Voting.   

Maine enacted a ranked-choice voting system in 
2016.  This November Alaska voters approved a 
ballot measure making Alaska the second state in 
the nation to use ranked-choice voting in 
statewide elections.  Oregon allows local jurisdic-
tions to use alternative election methods, as 
ranked choice voting, in local elections.  Benton 
County voters approved ranked-choice voting in 
2016, but this (2020) was the first election in 
which it was used, since three or more candidates 
for an office are required. 

Legislation may be introduced in the Oregon 2021 
legislative session to make ranked-choice availa-
ble state-wide.  Technical fixes may be required to 
ensure that Oregon’s voting machines can tabulate 
ranked-choice ballots accurately.   

Calendar of Events As of December 1, 2020 

 
 

DATE TIME WHERE What 

Dec 3 1:00 PM ZOOM Team Leadership meeting. 

Dec 10 11:30 AM ZOOM General Meeting – Speaker State Rep. David                    
Gomberg  

Jan 7  1:00 PM ZOOM Team Leadership meeting. 

Jan 14 11:30 AM ZOOM General Meeting – Speaker Commissioner Kaety 
Jacobson 

What is RCV? 
by Georgia Roelof 

Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) is a concept whose 
time has come (in my opinion).  And our neigh-
bor, Benton County, is a fine example for us to 
follow.  I’ll elaborate on that in a minute. 

RCV is a method by which every voter ranks the 
candidates in order of preference instead of voting 
for just one candidate.  Their preferred candidate 
is their first choice, their back up is their second 
choice, and they could designate a third choice 
and so on. 

If one candidate receives more than 50% of first 
choice votes, that candidate is elected.  If no can-
didate receives more than 50%, then the candidate 
with the fewest first choice votes is eliminated, 
and that candidate’s supporters have their second 
choice votes counted. Votes are counted again and 
if one candidate receives a majority, that candi-
date is the winner. 

Consider, for example, our County Commission-
ers’ race, which often attracts more than two can-
didates.  With RCV, the votes would be ranked 
1,2,3 (or more if necessary).  If, in the first round, 
no candidate received more than 50%, the 2nd 
choice votes would be applied for those whose 1st 
choice was eliminated.  This could be repeated 
until one candidate achieved the majority. 

Since November 2016, Benton County has used 
RCV to elect County Commissioners.  They have 
shown by example how successful this manner of 
voting is.  The County has even set up an enter-
taining video to show how it works – BentonBet-
terBallot.com.  Check it out! 

Two important things would happen if RCV was 
used – 1) Every voter would have more than one 
chance to affect the outcome of the votes cast, and 
2) An expensive run-off election would not be 
necessary.  Isn’t that worth considering for the fu-
ture of Lincoln County? 
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Cybersecurity and Privacy Study, Status and Plans 
Ruth Kistler 

 
Our local League members read and considered the Cybersecurity study.  At our October 15 meeting, Jean 
Cowan led us through the consensus questions.  We’ve submitted our Consensus report to the state League.  
What happens next?  Our state League needs to adopt a position and, because the issues are national, we 
have been collaborating with other state Leagues and we will be seeking concurrence at the 2022 LWV Con-
vention. 

The rest of this article and the accompanying timeline are copied from Sheila McGinnis’s latest report to the 
LWVOR board.  (Sheila is the LWVOR program chair.)     

“With local consensus reports in, it’s time to develop a Cybersecurity position statement as the basis for ad-
vocacy for next legislative session and to submit for national concurrence (note timeline below). The Study 
Committee is tabulating and analyzing local consensus results. Mary Sinclair, study committee chair, and 
Alice Bartelt are convening a committee meeting the first week of December to draft the Cybersecurity posi-
tion statement. 

After a short pause so partner states across the country could focus on the general election, Becky Gladstone 
and Mary Sinclair are continuing to enlist other states in the national concurrence effort. 

With completion of the PCS consensus, the committee will be able to ramp up its efforts to engage other 
states in national concurrence by the end of 2021 (timeline below).”  

Timeline for PCS position statement and national concurrence. 

 



League of Women Voters of Lincoln County 
P. O. Box 1648 
Newport, OR  97365  

Membership Form 

Name____________________________________ Phone___________________ E-Mail________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________  City______________________________   Zip_________ 
Additional household members if new 

Names: 

League of Women Voters  
of Lincoln County 

For information call Marilyn Podesta 
Membership Chair, 541-765-4422 
emmyrumsey@centurylink.net 

         Individual Household    Student 
 Annual Membership Dues  (Circle one.)        $60       $90   $5 
      Or Low Income               Individual     Household 
             $40        $60 
___I am a new member 

___I am renewing my membership   The membership year begins July 1. 

___I am interested in working with the League. 

___Please call me.       

 I wish to make a contribution to LWV Lincoln County in addition to my dues $______________ 
 

 Total Member Dues and contribution Make check out to:  LWV of Lincoln County $______________
    
 I wish to contribute to the LWV of Oregon to assist LWVLC’s Voter Service  
 activities and education projects. (Separate Check Required. Make check  out  $______________ 
                                to “LWVOR”. ) 
 Only contributions to LWVOR are tax deductible. 
                            Total Enclosed:  $______________ 
     Please mail to:  LWVLC P. O. Box 1648, Newport, OR 97365 


