
WAVELENGTHS 

League of Women Voters of Lincoln County, Oregon August 29, 2020 

“The League of Women Voters 
of Oregon is a grassroots, non-
partisan political organization 
which encourages the informed 
and active participation of citi-
zens in government in order to 
build better communities 
statewide.  

LWVLC in COVID-19 Time 
Warp 

Georgia Roelof 

Does it feel like a time warp to you?  Well, it sure 
does to me.  Everything is upside down and weird.  
But through it all, our Lincoln County LWV chap-
ter is alive and well.  Your Leadership Team has 
been meeting on a regular basis (via Zoom) and 
working to keep you all informed. 

Starting on September 17th, we will be having our 
monthly membership meetings via Zoom.  For 
those of you who have a computer, laptop or tab-
let, that will be fairly uncomplicated.  If you don’t 
have one of those devices, a smart phone (or even 
an old fashioned “regular” phone) will work, too.  
In order to get everyone “up-to-speed” on Zoom 
prior to the September meeting, we need to know 
what device you do or do not have.  To that end 
we need you to: 

Send an email to me – gbroelof@outlook.com 
with the following information by Sept. 7th: 

1) What device (if computer, etc., is it 

Windows or Apple) do you plan to use 

for our Zoom meetings? 

2) If you have none of these devices, we 

need to know that, too 

3) Have you ever attended a Zoom meet-

ing or webinar? 

4) Do you want to attend a Zoom 

“tutorial” that we plan to offer? 

We want every one of our members to attend fu-
ture meetings, and we are determined to do every-
thing possible to make you comfortable with this 
new form of communication.  Please email your 
answers by Sept. 7th, so we once again start com-
municating on a regular basis. 
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LWV 100th Anniversary Quilt 
Challenge! 

Patti Littlehales 

The Oregon Coastal Quilters Guild took up the 
challenge to commemorate the 100th Anniversary 
of the 19th Amendment, women’s suffrage and the 
League of Women Voters.  While the original 
“Quilt Challenge- Women’s Vote” was to be 
shared at the annual quilt show held in August, the 
advent of COVID-19 cancelled the August show.  
However, the presentation went virtual on their 
website.  Sixteen members created original and 
vivid portrayals of the history.  You can find the 
entries on the Oregon Coastal Quilters Guild web-
site, https://oregoncoastalquilters.org,  “Votes for 
Women”. 

The Annual LWVLC Fruit Sale 
Canceled 
Patti Littlehales 

Due to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, 
The League of Women Voters Lincoln Coun-
ty’s annual fruit sale (oranges & grapefruit) 
has been canceled for 2020.  For many years, 
the sale was a fundraiser to support ongoing 
League projects.  This year will be the excep-
tion.  Donations will be gladly accepted, but 
the dollars to support the LWVLC projects are 
present. 

Privacy and Cybersecurity Study 
Jean Cowan 

It's time to dig out and dust off your copy of the 
Privacy and Cybersecurity Today document 
published in February 2020 from LWV of Oregon!   
If you did not receive a printed version of the 
study, it may also be found (along with supporting 
materials) online at:  lwvor.org/studies 

The Oregon State Legislature, like other states, is 
actively addressing privacy and Cybersecurity 
concerns such as identity theft and consumer pri-
vacy.  The LWVOR conducted a study in 2019 to 
support League development of a policy position 
statement.  Results of this study will inform 
League recommendations for voter education, civ-
ic engagement and policy advocacy regarding pri-
vacy and cybersecurity. 

With a new legislative session set to begin early 
next year, it is critical that we all lend our thoughts 
to the development of our state league's policy on 
this subject.  At our first fall membership on Sep-
tember 17 (via Zoom), Jean will offer a brief over-
view of the issues reviewed in the study.   

Members are encouraged to read and give thought 
to the study material, in order to actively partici-
pate in the consensus meeting which be on the 
agenda for the October membership meeting.  
Please also look at the Consensus questions on the 
LWVOR website.  Don't worry, the document is 
really quite easily read and, Jean says, “more in-
teresting and thought-provoking than I had antici-
pated!” 

LWVLC Leadership Team  

Visit our web page at www.lwvlincolncounty.org  
Visit us on facebook at LWV Lincoln County 

Leadership Team Carol Hall 
Ruth Kistler 
Patti Littlehales 
Marilyn Podesta 
Georgia Roelof 

Secretary Maggie Leeds 

Treasurer Georgia Roelof 

Fundraiser Jack Kistler 

Bulletin Editor Ruth Kistler 

Bulletin Publisher Jack Kistler 

Voter Services Georgia Roelof 

Membership 
 
      List Maintenance 

Carol Hall 
Marilyn Podesta 
Carol Hall 

Outreach Georgia Roelof (HS & College) 
Ellen Bristow (local governments) 

Public Relations Patti Littlehales 

Website Coordinator Jack Kistler 

Dues are due 
League dues are due by October 1st. Have 
you paid your dues this year? The League 
year runs from July 1 to June 30. If you are 
not sure whether you have paid your dues, 
contact Georgia Roelof at gbroe-
lof@outlook.com or 541-614-1282. 
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General Election Candidate  
Outreach 

Jean Cowan 

With the continuing challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic, it has become obvious that, once again, we will 
be unable to host public candidate forums ahead of the November Election.  Instead, LWVLC will again request video 
presentations from the candidates seeking offices of particular interest to Lincoln County voters.  The national and 
statewide races will be handled by LWVOR and/or other larger leagues, respecting the cross-over between multiple 
local leagues. 

Our hope is that the videos submitted will be published on the LWVLC Facebook site and also YouTube, along with 
links from our website.  Thankfully, Judy Kreitmeyer has the technological skills to facilitate this public information 
endeavor.  During the Primary election cycle, Jean was offered the able assistance of Kaety Jacobson and Mark Farley 
to establish the league's first foray into this world! 

The races we currently anticipate covering are the State Legislative races, Circuit Court Judge, Lincoln County Com-
missioner, Central Lincoln PUD and any other contested local races that materialize following local filing deadlines. 

Contests currently on our radar screen include State Legislature:  Senate Dist 5:  Dick Anderson (R) of Lincoln City 
and Melissa Cribbins (D) of Coos Bay; Representative Dist 9 (which includes Yachats): Cal Mukomoto (D) of Coos 
Bay and Boomer Wright (R) of Reedsport; and Representative Dist. 10:  David Gomberg (D) of Neotsu and Max 
Sherman (R) of Hebo.  In non-partisan races:  Circuit Court Judge (Pos 2)  Amanda Benjamin and Marcia Buckley, 
both of Newport; Lincoln County Commissioner (Pos 2) Claire Hall of Newport and Joe Hitselberger of Seal Rock; 
and Central Lincoln PUD (Subdivision 3) Curt Abbott of Waldport and Dale Dawson of Yachats. 

Jean Cowan is asking that anyone who has suggestions for questions to our candidates submit them directly to her as 
soon as possible at:  jean@jeancowan.com  She will put our best thoughts  together and consolidate them  into three 
questions for each candidate.  If you know of any other contested local races of interest, please share that information 
with her also.  We do not want to miss anyone! 

 

From pre-COVID days.: Lincoln County Commisioners and members of LWV of Lincoln County at the Lin-
coln County Proclamation February 19, 2020 
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Lincoln County Ballot 
Drop Boxes 

Ruth Kistler 

An image of a ballot drop box in the 
back of County Clerk Dana Jen-
kins’s pickup truck sparked rumors 
that some ballot drop boxes were 
being eliminated, but the truth is that 
the ballot box was just being taken 
away for refurbishing (as are all the 
county drop boxes regularly), and 
that, rather than being eliminated, 
additional drop boxes are being add-
ed.  Drive-up ballot drop boxes are 
now available during election peri-
ods at the Lincoln County Court-
house in Newport, the Lincoln City 
City Hall in Lincoln City, the Tole-
do Police Station in Toledo, and the 
Waldport City Hall in Waldport.  
The County Clerk’s website has 
very detailed directions to these 
drop boxes.   Boxes will be added in 
Depoe Bay, Siletz and Yachats at 
those cities’ City Halls. These Drive
-up drop boxes will be available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week until 
8:00pm on election day, November 
3, 2020.  An additional box will be 
in the Eddyville Charter School 
parking lot on election day. 

 

Picture from pre-COVID days: March 7, 2020 
LWVLC Members with LWVOR president Rebecca Gladstone in Sa-
lem at the LWV 100th Anniversary celebration. 

Calendar of Events 
As of August 29, 2020 

 

DATE TIME WHERE What 

Sep 3 1:00 PM ZOOM LWVLC Board/Leadership meeting 

Sep 16  7:00 PM Webinar Ellen DuBois OHS lecture – Registration required 
– See article 

Sep 17 11:30 AM ZOOM General Meeting/Annual meeting. 

Sep 22   National Voter Registration Day 

Oct 1 1:00 PM ZOOM LWVLC Board/Leadership meeting 

Oct 13   Last day to register for Nov 3 General Election 

Oct 15 11:30 AM ZOOM General Meeting – CyberSecurity Concensus 

Oct 17   Ballot should have arrived in your mail. 

Oct 27   Last day to confidently return your ballot by mail 

Nov 3 By 8:00 PM  General Election  
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“Democracy was never meant to be trans-
actional — ‘you give me your vote; I make 
everything better.’ It requires an active and 
informed citizenry.” Barack Obama  

Nevertheless They Persisted:  
Women’s Voting Rights and the 

19
th

 Amendment 
Marilyn Podesta 

This is the title of the special exhibition that is 

now at the Oregon Historical Society in Portland.  

It opened in March 2020, and has recently been 

extended through August 15, 2021. 

Here is how it is described: “The organized fight 

for woman suffrage began in Oregon in 1871---

with a visit from Susan B. Anthony and Abigail 

Scott Duniway’s establishment of her newspaper, 

The New Northwest.  From that time on, Oregon 

women campaigned in their state and across the 

country to gain and maintain access to the ballot 

box.  Racism was a feature of those campaigns, 

but African Americans, including Oregonians 

Mary Beatty and Hattie Redmond, had provided 

crucial leadership throughout the fight for legal 

and actual voting rights.” 

“One hundred years after the ratification of the 

Nineteenth Amendment, outlawing gender dis-

crimination in voting, the Oregon Historical Soci-

ety commemorates the bravery of those activists 

and many others in Nevertheless They Persisted:  

Women’s Voting Rights and the 19th Amendment. 

The original exhibition invites visitors to think 

about subjects such as how and why political 

leaders have denied women the vote, how women 

have fought for equal rights, and how teamwork 

and fights across race, class, and organized tactics 

have shaped this history.  Through this exhibition, 

visitors will connect to the past and feel the strug-

gles and triumphs of the women (and men) who 

demanded the vote and used their rights to shape 

our nation and our world.” 

The Oregon Historical Society is at 1200 SW 

Park Avenue, Portland, OR 97205.  It is open on 

Wednesdays-Saturdays from 10 AM to 5 PM; 

Sunday hours are Noon- 5 pm. 

(If you go, please check operating hours, as there 

may be changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic.) 

Another Treat for Us, Courtesy of 
the Oregon Historical Society 

Marilyn L. Podesta 

Ellen Carol DuBois, UCLA Professor and co-
author of “Through Women’s Eyes: An American 
History with Documents”, will deliver a virtual 
lecture on Wed., Sept. 16, 2020 from 7:00 PM-
8:30 PM.  The title of her lecture is “The Surpris-
ing Movement for Woman Suffrage.” 

Registration is necessary for this webinar, which 
will offer us a fresh reexamination of the long and 
determined battle for women’s rights to vote.  
More details of Ms. DuBois’ lecture, as well as 
some biographical information are listed on the 
Oregon Historical Society website, www.ohs.org. 

To register, go to www.ohs.org.  Click on 
“events” and roll down to the date, Sept. 16, 2020.  
The small blue print will open up the registration 
form.  Once you enter your name and email infor-
mation, a confirmed reservation will return to you 
in a matter of minutes.  (My contact at OHS sug-
gested we get on the Zoom site at least fifteen 
minutes before the start of the lecture.)   

I am very much looking forward to this event!! 

Pre-COVID Photos 

We don’t know how long it may be before 
we can safely meet in-person again, so 
we’ve included previously published pho-
tos from last years in-person meetings as a 
cheerful reminder.  

Stay Safe! 
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Book Suggestion for LWVLC 
Carol Hall 

With our exciting centenary women’s suffrage anniversary of August 2020 in mind, a Leadership Team 
member has suggested the following title: The Woman’s Hour by Elaine Weiss.  The following book review 
by Curtis Sittenfield appeared in the New York Times April 18, 2018.  

After Congress passed the 19th Amendment in 1919, ratification needed to occur in 36 states for women’s 
right to vote to become federal law. By July 1920, the possible 36th state — or the place where the amend-
ment would die after 70 years of strenuous activism — was Tennessee. Thus, for several weeks that summer, 
in and around Nashville’s statehouse, a frenetic pageant of political organizing, lobbying, demonstrating and 
double-crossing unfolded among the “Antis,” who opposed the amendment, and the “Suffs,” or suffragists, 
who supported it. As one legislator declared, “The entire world today has cast its eyes on Tennessee.” 

Weiss presents a panoramic view of the proceedings, which are alternately juicy (accusations of libel and 
bribery abounded, and, in spite of Prohibition, the whiskey and bourbon were free-flowing) and procedural. 
Weiss also provides national and international context: World War I had ended less than two years earlier, 
and both the war and its aftermath had jumbled established norms of gender, race and employment. In the 
United States, a physically ailing Woodrow Wilson occupied the White House, and two Ohioans, Warren 
Harding and James Cox, were vying to replace him, which raised the stakes of the 19th Amendment’s pas-
sage: Though women in some states could already vote, it was unclear how enfranchising all 27 million 
American women in time for the fall’s presidential election would influence national politics. 

In addition to offering contemporaneous perspective, Weiss goes back several decades to the roots of the 
women’s movement and the efforts of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others. Weiss cele-
brates their persistence and courage but does not sugarcoat their racism. Despite early unity with abolition-
ists, upper-middle-class white women willing to sacrifice racial equality for gender equality is nothing new. 
During the ratification in Nashville, Carrie Catt, the New York-based president of the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association and the successor to Susan B. Anthony, made calculated decisions to distance 
her groups’ interests from those of black men and women. After all, much of the Anti reluctance to grant 
women the vote was tied up with not wanting black women to vote. 

 Weiss details the tribalism within the women’s movement as personified by Catt and the more militant and 
provocative Alice Paul, who led the National Woman’s Party. Though Paul was short on money and didn’t 
travel to Nashville for the special session, she dispatched the native Tennessean Sue Shelton White, an activ-
ist who could, with her very accent, dispel accusations about meddling outsiders. Weiss depicts another na-
tive daughter of Tennessee, this one a committed Anti: Josephine Pearson, who presided over multiple Anti 
groups and believed that in fighting against ratification, she was obeying both God and her deceased mother. 

Weiss is a clear and genial guide with an ear for telling language (“I’d rather see my daughter in a coffin than 
at the polls,” declares one Anti, while a newspaper headline about a pretty, young Suff reads “110 Pounds of 
Femininity to Hit Legislators for Vote”). She also shows a superb sense of detail, and it’s the deliciousness of 
her details that suggests certain individuals warrant entire novels of their own. 

For example, Annie Nathan Meyer and Maud Nathan, New York sisters, were respectively an Anti and a 
Suff, who didn’t speak to each other except when “clashing publicly.” Luke Lea, the swaggering publisher of 
a Nashville newspaper, a onetime senator and a member of the Men’s Ratification Committee, had concocted 
a plan to kidnap Kaiser Wilhelm after the armistice. He abandoned the kidnapping attempt, returned to Nash-
ville and married his dead wife’s sister. Or how about Louisine Havemeyer, a grandmother who lived in a 
Fifth Avenue mansion in New York and used her fortune, acquired via her sugar magnate husband, to sup-
port Suff radicals and who once found herself, by design, in jail? (While participating in an effigy burning of 
President Wilson outside the White House, Havemeyer said she felt “as placid and calm as if I were going 
out to play croquet on a summer afternoon.”) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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These are just a sampling of the many characters Weiss introduces. Because of the number of major players, 
it can become hard to remember who is who. There’s also a somewhat awkward structure to the book in that 
almost everything before Page 219 is back-story, and in places, the back-story has a back-story. Routinely, a 
person is depicted in a specific moment — the governor of Tennessee is donning a jacket, say — then there 
are several pages of history before rejoining the governor, who is still donning his jacket. But storytelling, 
like democracy, is sometimes messy, and Weiss’s thoroughness is one of the book’s great strengths. So viv-
idly had she depicted events that by the climactic vote (spoiler alert: The amendment was ratified!), I got 
goose bumps. 

I’m almost certain that the name Hillary Rodham Clinton appears only once, in the last few pages. Yet it is, 
of course, impossible to read The Woman’s Hour without thinking of the 2016 presidential election, of the 
symbolic and literal impact of Clinton’s candidacy, the consequences of her loss, the way she was and still is 
portrayed in the news media. Clinton’s decision to wear the Suffs’ color of white for the most important 
events of her campaign (and to Donald Trump’s inauguration) suggests that she perceives herself as part of 
an ongoing legacy. 

The Woman’s Hour offers several timely reminders: of how history-altering legislation comes about after 
much nitty-gritty, unglamorous fieldwork; of how tenuous the progress toward true equality under the law 
really is; of how social and legal changes that in retrospect seem inevitable were hardly considered such at 
the time (indeed, even after the 19th Amendment passed, its ratification was contested repeatedly). And yet, 
if nothing can be taken for granted and change rarely comes without a fight, there remains reason for opti-
mism. 

“Everything the Cause had accomplished — every state won, every piece of legislation, every change of 
heart and shift in policy — was once considered utterly impossible,” Weiss writes. “Until it wasn’t.” 

(Continued from page 6) 

Another flashback to pre-COVID days:  January 17,  2020 
LWVLC Members and Becky at the Cybersecurity Study meeting with LWV 100th Anniversary dis-
play.  
Photo by Becky’s husband, Igor.  



League of Women Voters of Lincoln County 
P. O. Box 1648 
Newport, OR  97365  

Membership Form 

Name____________________________________ Phone___________________ E-Mail________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________  City______________________________   Zip_________ 
Additional household members if new 

Names: 

League of Women Voters  
of Lincoln County 

For information call Marilyn Podesta 
Membership Chair, 541-765-4422 
emmyrumsey@centurylink.net 

         Individual Household    Student 
 Annual Membership Dues  (Circle one.)        $60       $90   $5 
      Or Low Income               Individual     Household 
             $40        $60 
___I am a new member 

___I am renewing my membership   The membership year begins July 1. 

___I am interested in working with the League. 

___Please call me.       

 I wish to make a contribution to LWV Lincoln County in addition to my dues $______________ 
 

 Total Member Dues and contribution Make check out to:  LWV of Lincoln County $______________
    
 I wish to contribute to the LWV of Oregon to assist LWVLC’s Voter Service  
 activities and education projects. (Separate Check Required. Make check  out  $______________ 
                                to “LWVOR”. ) 
 Only contributions to LWVOR are tax deductible. 
                            Total Enclosed:  $______________ 
     Please mail to:  LWVLC P. O. Box 1648, Newport, OR 97365 


